Second, there is the Bundesrat (Chapter IV of the Basic Law). The Bundesrat is the representation of the Länder governments in the federal legislative and not-comparable neither with the U. Lawyers call those constitutional provisions as a "modified one chamber system" according to the fact that the members of Bundesrat are not elected directly (but execute their powers on the basis of powers vested to them by Länder parliaments) in contrary to the members of Bundestag elected in direct and general elections, but in fact there is a dual chamber system. Third, there is the executive branch of public powers. The head of state is the the Federal President (in German: Bundespräsident, Chapter V of the Basic Law). His duties are chiefly -except specific cases of dissolution of Bundestag -of representative nature. The head of the Federal Government (in German: Bundesregierung, Chapter VI of the Basic Law) is the Federal Chancellor (in German: Bundeskanzler), who "shall determine and be responsible for the general guidelines of policy" (Article 65). As a junction point of all federal ministries, the Federal Chancellor's Office is obviously the most important site of the executive powers.
In 1991, the Bundestag took the basic political decision to move from Bonn to Berlin. The Bundesrat and the Federal Government followed. However, parts of the ministries still have their offices in Bonn, the provisional (West) German capital since 1949. The first presidential elections after the reunification were held in 1994 in the former Reichstag building, which became the new seat of the Bundestag. 
ACTION TAKEN AFTER THE BUNDESTAG DECISION 1991
Subsequently, a large-scale development program for the premises of the constitutional bodies and the ministries started. To implement the program, the Parliament passed a specific legislation. On this basis, an international urban design competition was organised. One of the main issues of the competition, held after the basic political decisions, was that parliament and government buildings should perform in a symbolic manner the values of the German democracy and of the German reunification. The Bundestag and the Bundeskanzleramt (the Federal Chancellor's Office) should be located close together, to symbolise the co-operation between two main branches of public power, the legislative and the executive power. Another main issue was the character of Bundestag as a "working parliament", needing a lot of adequate rooms for fractions, committees, and the staff of the MP's, too. 
THE "TIE OF THE FEDERATION"
The winners of the urban design competition 1992/1993 were the architects Axel Schultes and Charlotte Frank. Their main idea was the "tie of the federation" ("Band des Bundes"), symbolising the reunification by locating the Federal Chancellor's Office (the building as such also designed by Axel Schultes and Charlotte Frank) and the Bundestag functional buildings in a broad band on both sides of the Spree river (the "Paul-Löbe-Haus" in former West Berlin and the "Marie-ElisabethLüders-Haus" in former East Berlin, both designed by Stephan Braunfels), connected by pedestrian bridges (EYINK -KLUY -SIEGEL 2000) . Of course, the Parliament and government area should not be isolated. The area is located within the context of main traffic lines, especially the north-to-south street tunnel and the new Central Station, providing for local, regional and international railway connections as a main railway cross.
THE REICHSTAG BUILDING AS THE IDEAL AND ARCHITECTURAL CENTRE OF THE ENSEMBLE

A look back to history
The Reichstag building was designed by Paul Wallot and erected between 1884 and 1894. In anecdotic terms, it is remarkable that the dome was subject to disputes with the emperor, who didn't want to see such a dominant symbol of parliamentary powers. However, it should be taken into account, that the parliament of the Second Empire (1870/71-1918) was elected on the basis of a general right to vote of all adult male citizens, which was not common at that time in Europe. In 1933, probably by Nazi criminal actions, it was heavily damaged by fire, and also in 1945 during the Berlin battle (CULLEN 2014) .
After World War II, in the 1960s the building has been reconstructed in a simplified manner and without the spectacular dome. The architect was Paul Baumgarten (CULLEN 2014). 
